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Noah & the Ark 

His family, animals, 

ark, rainbow & the 

turtles. 
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SPECIAL THANKS to our Sponsors: 

 Prison Fellowship & OSL            

Collaborators 

 Guideposts Magazine 

 Zanios Family 

 1697 Foundation 

 Many cookie bakers 

 Many anonymous donors 

© 2016 Wings For LIFE Int’l 
All Rights Reserved 



Wings For 
 

All Rights   
Reserved     

© 2016 Wings For LIFE Int’l 
All Rights Reserved 



© 2016 Wings For LIFE Int’l 
All Rights Reserved 



© 2016 Wings For LIFE Int’l 
All Rights Reserved 



© 2016 Wings For LIFE Int’l 
All Rights Reserved 

Going for the Gold Summer Olympics 

Let us run with 

perseverance. 

Heb. 12:1 
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Comments – Wings Family Day 
Penitentiary of Santa Fe 
August 27, 2016
Santa Fe, NM

The 6th Wings Family Day at the Penitentiary was held on August 27, 2016. 
There were 105 children and adult family members, 54 inmates, 21 volunteers 
from 19 congregations and 8 Correctional staff who were registered to attend.  

Ann Edenfield Sweet provided training about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental 
Assets© prior to the Family Day.  People need more than 30 Assets to cut at-risk 
behaviors.  The men seemed to really understand that if they wanted to help 
themselves and their children from going to prison, that building and 
strengthening the “Assets” could help their families.  

The Warden, Chaplain, and staff worked quickly to process all the volunteers the 
day of the Family Day. The volunteers did a great job of helping set-up for the 
Family Day. Prior to the start of the Family Day, Wings Founder Ann Edenfield 
Sweet led the group in mixer games where everyone got to learn new things 
about one another.

Chaplain Robert Ortiz opened the Family Day in prayer.  We started with the 
traditional “Praise Ye the Lord” and “Shake a Neighbor’s Hand”. Then the inmate 
praise band led the group in wonderful singing. The men are so enthusiastic and 
shared some of their favorite songs. Everyone loved them and joined in the 
singing and played all the percussion instruments.

The Bible story was Noah and the Ark.  Chaplain Ortiz was Noah.  His family 
members were picked, the inmates became the “ark”, the “doves”, “turtles” and 
“rainbow” was picked and everyone else was the “wind and the rain”.  Noah built 
the ark, all the animals came rushing onto the ark, except the very slow turtles.  It 
started to rain and soon everyone was calling out to the turtles to quickly get on 
the ark.  Finally the turtles got on the ark and then everyone experience 40 days 
of rain.  Finally the rain stopped, the doves flew out and brought back a green 
leaf, and then God fulfilled His promise by sending the beautiful rainbow, 
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reminding us that He will never forsake us.  The slow turtles were also reminded 
that even if we are slow like the turtles, that God will always wait on us and 
welcome us.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama. 

Ann tied the Bible story into her personal story and how Wings was created.  She 
shared that Wings For LIFE International is designed to share Christ’s love with 
all families of prisoners and returning citizens.  

Some of the volunteers shared about their ministries/programs, and the Warden 
and Chaplain shared about programs available in the prison.  During this time the 
men were busy making cards and book markers with their children and 
grandchildren.  They also made cheerio/pretzel necklaces and butterflies out of 
newspaper and recycled paper. It’s always wonderful to see the beautiful crafts 
that everyone creates and makes for loved ones.

Dinner was pizza, cookies, and punch.  Lively discussion was held at each table.  

Then the favorite part of each Wings Family Day arrived. The Summer Olympics 
are now over, but Wings held its own “Summer Olympic Relay”.  Each table 
became its own “team”.  Soon people were “carrying the torch”, diving, broad 
jumping, synchronized swimming, hitting the volleyball back and forth, rowing in 
unison, and cheering “USA, USA, USA, and USA!”  The national anthem was 
sung by each team, and then an “Official Olympic Team Photo” was taken of 
each team, and gold medals were hung from each member’s neck.  Great fun 
was had and laughter filled the area.

The Family Day ended in a huge circle prayer around the gym with everyone 
holding hands, bowing in prayer, and being reminded that Christ died for each 
and every one of us.  It was a special, uplifting day, where grateful hearts joined 
together for great fun and fellowship.  

The following comments came from those in attendance and their words describe 
how meaningful the Family Day was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not 
repeated. 

I came to the Wings Day Family Day today because:
⦁ I wanted to see my son but he never came. But I have gotten to know a lot of 

brothers and sisters in Christ!
⦁ To see my dad.
⦁ I came to see my dad.
⦁ I could not wait to see my baby and to praise the Lord.  Thank you Jesus.
⦁ Had to be here.
⦁ To spend time with my brother and mother.
⦁ Because I was invited.
⦁ To be blessed with my family in God’s presence.
⦁ I got to spend time with my granddaughter and my son.
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⦁ I wanted to spend time with my son and I get to talk about God and I don’t do 
that very much.

⦁ I have come to really enjoy visiting the inmates and their families.
⦁ To spend time with my eldest son and to bring his kids for a visit.
⦁ Spend time with my dad.
⦁ I was brought here.
⦁ Spend quality time with my son.
⦁ To spend time with, and to bond with my family.
⦁ To see daddy.
⦁ I wanted to participate.
⦁ Spend time with Bubba and Coty.
⦁ Spend time with Cheryl, Chris and Bubba.
⦁ It’s a wonderful program.
⦁ Celebrate God.
⦁ I wanted to worship God.
⦁ Friends.
⦁ I wanted to see my nephew whom I haven’t seen for 2+ years.
⦁ I wanted to see my aunts.
⦁ I wanted to experience the warmth of a big family.
⦁ I wanted to spend time with my wife.
⦁ I like them.
⦁ I wanted to experience getting closer to the Lord with my husband.
⦁ I enjoy going to hear the good news.
⦁ To visit my husband and to bless others.
⦁ Because of the love that Wings For LIFE brings to families.
⦁ To support my husband.
⦁ I wanted to visit with my son.  Also to learn about Wings.
⦁ To get closer to God and to visit my brother.
⦁ So I could be with my family and to pray to God.
⦁ Enjoy time with others.
⦁ I wanted to be happy.
⦁ To hear the Word.
⦁ Go to see my grandpa.
⦁ I was hoping to see my mom, but she did not get approved.
⦁ I thought my family was going to be able to come, but they did not get 

approved so I came by myself.
⦁ I wanted to bring God’s love today.
⦁ So me and my dad can spend time together and have fun.
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⦁ To visit my dad and talk about Jesus.
⦁ I was invited by my husband and these wonderful people of Wings.
⦁ Share love with everyone and spend time with my dad.
⦁ I wanted to recuperate.

The highlights of the Family Day for me were:

⦁ Being one of the players for the Noah’s Ark play and seeing families together 
even though mine didn’t come.

⦁ Grandma and reuniting son with his children.
⦁ For the Lord to open my eyes.
⦁ Getting to praise the Lord.
⦁ The cookies.
⦁ Having a meal with good people.
⦁ Stories were informative.
⦁ The stories and the singing.
⦁ I got to sing and talk about God.
⦁ Spending time with two families and watching them interact.
⦁ Time spend with my son and family and meeting some of the people he is 

with.
⦁ Spending time with my dad.
⦁ The crafts.
⦁ Meeting others and learning about them.
⦁ The story of the Ark and sharing with family and friends.  And the crafts.
⦁ Noah’s Ark.
⦁ Sharing, singing, and learning about Noah’s Ark.
⦁ Cheryl and Coty on Noah’s Ark.
⦁ Me and Cheryl on the Ark.
⦁ The singing.
⦁ Praising.
⦁ Dressing up for Noah’s Ark and singing.
⦁ Family support.
⦁ Laughing and hugging.
⦁ My aunt Cheryl and Cody setting Morris on Noah’s Ark.
⦁ Unity---Believing in others no matter our mistakes.
⦁ Singing.
⦁ All the special gifts and time that was put into this.
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⦁ The games.
⦁ Holding my husband’s hand.
⦁ Visiting with all the different families.
⦁ Being with my husband and meeting new people.
⦁ Singing and the play about Noah’s Ark.
⦁ The music, bible story, prayer and family.
⦁ Just praying to God.
⦁ Being with others and opening up.
⦁ Being around positive people.
⦁ Having fun.
⦁ Pizza.
⦁ Seeing families together.
⦁ Having conversations with everyone.
⦁ Singing, laughing, talking around the table. Relaxing.
⦁ Jesus loves us.
⦁ Learning more about Jesus.
⦁ The participation of the families and quality time.
⦁ Seeing everyone happy and together.

Prison officials should continue hosting Wings Family 
Days because:

⦁ This is a good kick start for inmates that are alone, scared, and have no 
direction in life.

⦁ So they can get saved too!
⦁ Yes.
⦁ It lets family and prisoners get together and spend quality time together.
⦁ Helps morale, allows fathers to spend special time with their children.
⦁ It brought us all closer to each other.
⦁ It gives us a chance to spend time with friends and family.
⦁ Family, unity, and community is so important.
⦁ Learning about community and God.
⦁ It’s a rewarding experience.
⦁ Of family support.
⦁ It is beautiful to be with others without judgement-----seeing God’s face on 

everyone.
⦁ It is good for families.
⦁ Gives prisoners a chance to be with their families.
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⦁ It brings families closer together and gives us families special moments.
⦁ It helps the inmate get closer to their family and loved ones.
⦁ They only help people.
⦁ This is what changes people’s hearts.
⦁ It keeps inmates and families positive.
⦁ It gets families together and closer to God.
⦁ It gives everybody a chance to visit everyone.
⦁ They make people happy.
⦁ It brings families back together or closer.
⦁ Because they are good and filled me with gladness.
⦁ It’s good for our families.
⦁ It was fun.
⦁ Good for inmates and family.
⦁ It is a help to reunite people with their loved ones.
⦁ It helps us convicts build a better and healthy relationship with their families.
⦁ It makes a difference.
⦁ So we can spend time with our inmates.
⦁ I think it helps prisoners think about God.
⦁ It’s a good thing for all parties.
⦁ This is very beneficial for all families to be together.
⦁ Brings everyone together and makes prisoners participate with families.

I appreciate the Guidepost Magazines and books, 
Operation Starting Line materials, delicious donated 
homemade cookies, and want to tell all the sponsors 
thanks and:   

⦁ May you be blessed as you have blessed me.
⦁ We love and appreciate all that Wings has done for us.
⦁ Thank you so much.  May God keep adding blessings to this wonderful 

ministry.
⦁ May God bless everyone.
⦁ We love you, God bless.
⦁ God bless and we are grateful.
⦁ We are thankful for everything you have done for us.
⦁ Thank you all for all your help and God bless you all for making us united.
⦁ God bless people.  Thank you.
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⦁ God bless and thank you.
⦁ Someone needs to be there for the families and especially the children.
⦁ We appreciate them.    

I drove ____ miles one way to come to the Family Day:

36, 60, 52, 54, 55, 60, 61, 90, 92, 100+, 200, 200+ 
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Wings Family Day Asset Survey 
Comments

Penitentiary of Santa Fe

Santa Fe, NM 8-27-16

What did you learn about Search Institute’s 40 Developmental Assets©

that you can apply in your daily life?

⦁ Positive communication.

⦁ School engagement.

⦁ Family Support and adult role models.

⦁ Some I’ve applied daily and some I still need work on.  When I do live it and understand it, I’ll 
teach it to my children.

⦁ All the good things are learned at home.

⦁ Clear expectations.

⦁ To stay close as a family, clear expectations.

⦁ Love and support family.

⦁ Neighbors look out for each other.

⦁ The importance of talking to each other.

⦁ Family support.

⦁ To stay close as a family.

⦁ Family support.

⦁ Positive communication.

⦁ Family support one another, talking to one another, (Working out problems).
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⦁ The more work you put into the assets, the higher the reward.

⦁ I learned how to keep boundaries for myself and family. Also setting good examples as a 
positive role model.

⦁ Friendship and family support.

⦁ That family structure is important.  Also community involvement is important.

⦁ Importance of relationships, family and friends.  Met Cody today, he has no outside family 
so I offered him my friendship.

⦁ Family support.

⦁ Communication.

⦁ Sense of purpose.

⦁ Positive values‐‐‐‐caring, responsibility.

⦁ Having family support is very important. Being a positive influence is good to be.

⦁ These can be shared with students by a teacher.

⦁ Structure.

⦁ Provide high levels of love and support.

⦁ Family support – helping my family succeed in everyday life, making my parents proud.

⦁ 20 outer, 20 inner.  We started by getting together with positive talking and singing.

⦁ I learned that if you feel alone they have groups or sports.

⦁ To be positive and to communicate with others.

⦁ I learned that this will help kids and adults by giving them guidance.

⦁ How to always help when someone might feel alone.          

What assets do you think were strengthened today?

⦁ The desire to do better for my family.

⦁ Family interaction.

⦁ Stay out with family.

⦁ Honesty, integrity.

⦁ Support and constructive use of time, and positive values.
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⦁ The importance of talking about tough topics.

⦁ Respect and communication.

⦁ Affection, positive communication.

⦁ Staying close as a family.

⦁ To encourage each other.

⦁ Help each other.

⦁ Positive family interaction.

⦁ Affection, positive communication, emotional openness.

⦁ Relationships.

⦁ Father/son bonding.

⦁ Youth programs.

⦁ Openness about tough topics.

⦁ Bonding, communication.

⦁ Problem solving, self‐esteem, caring, personal power.

⦁ Other adult relationships.

⦁ Support friends and family.

⦁ Community and positive values.

⦁ Love and acceptance.

⦁ Love and acceptance.

⦁ Family support.

⦁ Caring.

⦁ Support of the family.

⦁ Having high expectations for both parents to encourage our kids.

⦁ Positive values. 

⦁ Helping others.

⦁ Opening of many hearts.
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⦁ Openness.

⦁ Caring for family and friends.

⦁ Communication, sharing, getting along.

⦁ To participate with my dad

⦁ To communicate with others.

⦁ Responsibility, safety, caring.

⦁ The power we carry inside our hearts that God has given us.              

Which assets do you think are the strongest in your family?

⦁ Support.

⦁ Coming to WINGS.

⦁ Caring, and responsibility.

⦁ Commitment to learning and positive identity.

⦁ Time together.

⦁ Communication.

⦁ Family meals.

⦁ Love and support from family.

⦁ None.

⦁ Family rules.

⦁ Shared activities, family meals, fair rules.

⦁ Our love for each other.

⦁ Community values.

⦁ Family support and helping each other.

⦁ Positive peer influence, family support, caring neighborhood, religious community.

⦁ Positive view of personal future.

⦁ Nurturing relationship.
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⦁ Positive communication, emotional and effective support for Spark.

⦁ Love – unconditional caring.

⦁ Love and understanding.

⦁ Communication and love.

⦁ Family support.

⦁ Our faith in God, and that we pray together.

⦁ Family support.

⦁ Commitment to learning, support, empowerment and positive values.

⦁ Spiritual.

⦁ Love.

⦁ Creative activities.

⦁ Communication.

⦁ Parents be role models to kids and kids do stuff back like respect.

⦁ Spending time together.

⦁ Responsibility, safety, caring and also helping others.

⦁ The bond we carry, and that Jesus has our backs through good and bad.          

Which assets do you think you would like to work harder on in your 
family?

⦁ Being a better person for my kids.

⦁ Decision making.

⦁ Stay sober for them.

⦁ Self‐esteem, sense of purpose.

⦁ Support, positive values, commitment to learning.

⦁ Meaningful traditions.

⦁ Problem with saving.

⦁ Management of daily commitments.

⦁ Positive communication.
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⦁ Listen and speak respectfully.

⦁ The usage of time, especially for teenagers.

⦁ Problem solving, clear expectations.

⦁ Personal power.

⦁ Relationships with others.

⦁ Understanding.

⦁ Positive view of personal future, self‐esteem, and school engagement.

⦁ Family support.

⦁ Caring.

⦁ Service to others religious communities.

⦁ Supporting one another.

⦁ Understanding.

⦁ Adult relationships.

⦁ Positive influence.

⦁ Constructive use of time.

⦁ Spiritual.

⦁ Talk with more openness.

⦁ Peaceful conflict resolution.

⦁ To get together more often.

⦁ Relationships.

⦁ Work on my attitude.

⦁ To continue loving each other.

⦁ Integrate.

⦁ What really is important is family.    

Additional comments:  

⦁ Thank you Wings For LIFE International. God bless, we had a fun time.
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⦁ I need to get closer to my son and help him cope with life outside.

⦁ God bless, hope everyone had a good day.
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